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while there he saw Duportail's man come in with a list of officers for his inspection and approbation, and as he was busied with the examination, Bre"mond asked to have a friend appointed sub-lieutenant, which was immediately promised.
"Wait on M. de Molleville, and open Mr. Swan's business. I tell him that the making contracts with the lowest bidder will not answer in this country as in England, because there the articles always exist within the power of the government; and consequently, if the contractors fail in their performance, pecuniary damages set everything right; but here a failure may be of the most dangerous consequence, and it would frequently be the interest of an enemy to occasion that failure, and to pay the stipulated penalty. Hence I infer that there should be a moral security in addition to the pecuniary, and conclude that any contract he may make should be conditional on the approbation of the parties concerned in America, by the Minister Plenipotentiary there. I next suggest to him that it would be advantageous to fix a price for provisions, deliverable either in Europe, America, the Isle of France, or the West Indies, so that only an order need be given for the quantities and places. Show him the advantages that would result therefrom. I then suggest that it would be proper to have always on hand sufficient for six months' provisions to fifty ships of the line, and to have every month a month's fresh supply, so that, after deducting what was consumed, the balance of the provisions in store beyond six months' supply should be sold. I tell him that if his contract be on good terms it will be but a trifling loss, if any, to the marine, and that the commerce will gain what the marine loses ; but that by this means they will always be prepared for war. I conclude by telling him that I am, before all things, anGeneral in 1789, and i>ecam3 prominent as a Liberal Royalist.
